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MIDLAND LOCK-UP — CLOSED-CIRCUIT TELEVISION SYSTEM 

348. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Minister for Police: 

Given that police lock-ups need to be of a certain standard to ensure security, the wellbeing of prisoners and 
integrity, and given that CCTV is an important tool for maintaining these standards, I ask — 

(1) Can the minister contemplate any circumstance where the operation of such equipment would not be 
regarded as vital? 

(2) How is it that the replacement of a CCTV VCR at the Midland police lock-up, which technicians 
describe as antiquated and requiring numerous repair callouts over a number of years, will not occur 
due to lack of money? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

(1)–(2) I am very interested in that question. Obviously the member knows that I am not aware of the problem 
at Midland because it has not been brought to my attention. The Commissioner of Police would 
normally deal with that sort of situation under operational issues. The member is aware of that. If she 
were really serious about getting an answer to that question today, she would have given me some 
notice so that I could have got information through the commissioner’s office on the lock-up facilities at 
Midland. Nothing whatsoever has come to my notice in relation to — 

Mr F.M. Logan: Oh, come on minister. Do your job. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Members opposite complain when answers take too long, and I am one of the people who 
get offended. Very often most of question time is taken up with interjections; members opposite cannot help 
themselves. They are very quiet at the moment, and I appreciate that, but if the member for Girrawheen was 
really serious about getting an answer to that question, she would have given me some notice. I am happy to give 
her an answer to that question because I committed to ensuring that our lock-ups are fully equipped — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: There was a voice from the past! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! Thank you, member for Midland! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I will certainly find out that information and I will get a response for the member. If she 
wanted a response during question time, she should have had the courtesy to give me some prior notice and I 
could have answered it adequately. I cannot keep check on every single police station and lock-up throughout 
Western Australia. If there is a problem at Midland, it concerns me. I can assure the member that it is not from a 
lack of funding, although I am sure she would love to speculate on that. I can see another press release coming, if 
one has not already gone out. I am sure it has probably gone out by now; the member is a habitual press release 
releaser! I am sure one will be coming out on this issue later in the day when we get to private members’ 
business. I will get an answer for the member as quickly as I can.  
 


